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Introduction 

 
This handbook provides information on the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) and the Victorian 
Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL), specific details on courses and subjects offered by the College for 
2009. 
 
Several sample VCE programs are also offered to provide clear guidance regarding pathways between 
the final years of secondary education, further training and the workforce.  These programs encourage 
students to look to the future and provide examples of courses, which are relevant to the workplace 
and further study while meeting University Entrance Requirements for 2009 and 2010. 
 
Although students are encouraged to plan a course over two years, the flexibility of the VCE allows for 
students to change the direction or emphasis of their studies as individual aspirations grow and 
develop.  The inclusion of Vocational Education and Training Courses (VET) within the VCE courses 
offered by the College allows students to develop approved industrial skills and competencies. 
 
Success in the VCE is often a combination of clear goals, a solid work ethic and careful planning.  Along 
with parents, the teaching staff of the College is committed to providing students with the support 
needed to achieve their full potential. The involvement of students, teachers and parents in the course 
selection process is often the first step to success. 
 
General Information 

 
College Hours 
School will begin at 8.55 and end at 3.10 each day. 
The College program is: 
8.55  Locker Bell 
9.00  Period 1 
9.50   Period 2 
10.40  Recess 
11.00  Period 3 
11.50  Period 4 
12.40  Lunch 
1.30  Period 5 
2.20  Period 6 
3.10  Finish 
   
Books and Stationery 
Booklists are distributed in December of each year. The College's book supplier is North of the Yarra 
Book Suppliers. For VCE and VCAL students, booklists will be available in November and should be 
returned to the College in the first week of December. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
  

3 

College Council 
The College Council provides the opportunity for all members of the school community to take part in 
educational decision-making. The College Council is made up of Parents, Staff, School Captains and the 
College Principal. 
 
The Council works through committees on which parents are represented. These are:  

 Education Policy. 

 Finance. 

 Buildings and Grounds. 
 
College Council meets on the third Wednesday of each month at 7.OOpm and is concerned with all 
aspects of the functioning of the College. If parents would like more details of the work of the College 
Council please contact the Principal. 
 
Parents and Friends Association (PFA) 
Meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday of the month in the Library and new members will be warmly 
welcomed.  For further details please contact the College office on 9433-2666. 
 
Year Level Coordinators 
The Year Level Coordinators occupy an important position in the College's Student Management and 
Welfare Program. They are responsible for the welfare and organisation of the students at that level. 
Most student problems such as attitude to class-work, attendance and general discipline are usually in 
the first instance handled by the Coordinators. 
 
Student Welfare Coordinator 
The Student Welfare Coordinator is available to advise students and parents with particular concerns 
about the support of community or outside agencies. Initial contact with the Student Welfare 
Coordinator should be made through the Assistant Principal or the Year Level Co-ordinator. 
 
Work Experience and Careers Coordinators 
Careers information is available to all students in the College although special attention is given to 
senior students making decisions regarding employment and further studies.  The Careers Coordinators 
will advise and assist all VCE students making applications to tertiary institutions either directly or 
through the Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre (VTAC). The Careers Coordinators assist students 
seeking employment or with obtaining Work Experience. 
 
Allowances 
Substantial financial assistance is available for students of families who have net income levels below 
certain set amounts.  Eligibility for the Youth Allowance is updated annually. 
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Attendance 
Students are expected to attend at least of 90% of all timetabled classes. Any student who falls below 
the 90% attendance level may not be eligible to pass that unit of study. Participation in special events, 
such as the Presentation Ball is also dependant on attendance requirements being met. 

 
Parents are required to SMS student absences to the school office on 0429 662 367 before 8.30am on the 
day(s) of the absence. Please ensure you state the student’s name, home group and the day(s) and 
date(s) of absence(s) in the message. If unable to SMS, please phone 9433 2666 to leave a message 
containing the same information as above.  
 
If the student is likely to be away for an extended duration parents should also notify the Year Level 
Coordinator to arrange for extensions of time for any due work or for class work to be sent home. 
Any VCE student absent for a school day must produce a Doctor's Certificate as satisfactory attendance 
is a requirement for the completion of the VCE and is required if any School Assessed Coursework tasks 
where scheduled on the day the student was absent. 
 
Bus Information 
The College is well serviced by public transport and a contract bus service. The contract bus services Mill 
Park, Morang South, Plenty, Yan Yean Road and Civic Drive. This service is a user pays service. Bus 
passes are purchased through the Public Transport Corporation. The type of pass is a Student 
Concession Card - Metropolitan Student Pass  (Zone 2). Application forms are available from the College 
or your local Train station. 
 
As numbers grow additional private bus services will be provided by the College. To gain access to this 
service, specific arrangements must be made with the College. This service is provided at the same price 
as a Zone 2 ticket and payable each term. 
 
The following Met bus routes provide good access for students attending Greensborough College. 
 

Bus Route 513 Glenroy to Eltham – stopping at Watsonia 
Station, Greensborough Plaza and 
Diamond Village Shopping Centre 

Bus Route 517 Northland to St Helena – stopping at the 
corner of Nell and Henry St 

Bus Route 520 Plenty Road/Arthurs Creek Rd via Yan Yean 
Rd to Greensborough Plaza, Free Shuttle 
Bus to and from school 

Bus Route 560 Broadmeadows to Greensborough, via 
Grimshaw St Red Rooster 

Bus Route 562 Whittlesea to Greensborough via Plenty Rd 

Bus Route 563 South Morang to Greensborough via Gorge 
Rd and Yan Yean Rd 

Bus Route 566 Lalor to Greensborough via Grimshaw St 
Red Rooster 
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Canteen 
The Canteen provides a clean, indoor, heated eating area and is open recess and lunch each day.  An 
extensive range of hot and cold foods and drinks is available.  
 
First Aid and Medication  
Parents of students who have allergies or need special care, for example  asthma, anaphylaxis, bee sting 
or diabetes, should  ensure that the College is informed of the allergy and that emergency phone 
numbers are updated each year.   
 
Teachers provide students with first aid only.  No medication is administered.  In case of illness or 
accident, parents will be contacted as soon as possible.  Parents are requested not to send their son or 
daughter to school if their child is unwell. 
 
Homework and Home Study 
As a guide, study designs for each VCE Unit indicate that students need to spend between 3 and 4 hours 
of study for each particular Unit per week. Individual students need to carefully monitor their efforts 
and take into account the deadlines and work requirements of particular subjects. 
 
Students undertaking Year 11 should plan on 2 hours of regular homework 5 times a week.  For 
students in Year 12, between 10 to 15 hours of homework each week is expected. 
 
Students should write all homework tasks set by the teacher in their Student Planner, as well as the due 
date for any assignments, essays, presentations or projects.  Careful organisation and a planned 
approach to study are essential elements in successfully completing the VCE  If homework is completed 
in less than the suggested time students benefit greatly by revising class work, and reading widely on 
topics studied. 
 
Library 
The Library Resource Centre is available throughout the school day for student and teacher use. Library 
staff are available at all times to assist with research. 
 
Library Hours:  8.30 am - 3.30pm 

Students may make arrangements, with library staff to use the library after 3.30pm as 
needed. 

Borrowing Maximum of five resources at any one time. Loan periods vary according  
    to need and availability of resources – they can be overnight, 14 day or long-term. 
    Overdue items result in loss of borrowing rights until these items are  
    returned. Lost and overdue items may incur a fine. 
Returns Returns should be made to the Library Resource Centre. 
Computers Several computer terminals with Internet access, word processing and spreadsheet 

programs are available for student use. 
Resources Fiction, Non-fiction, Senior Reference, Vertical File, Magazines and indexes to 

magazines, videos, newspapers, etc  
Behaviour Students are expected to conduct themselves in a responsible manner with due regard 

for other library users. 



  
  

6 

  
 
Lockers 
Lockers will be made available to students at the beginning of the year.  Lockers should be kept 
padlocked at all times.  Students must provide their own padlock and key.  Bolt cutters are kept by the 
College should a student lose a key. 
 
Year 12 students are provided with a large sized locker. There are a number of large lockers available for 
a small fee hire for Year 11 students.  
 
Newsletters 
The newsletter is emailed to parents every Friday. It gives information about College activities, 
important dates, excursions, meetings and other information of importance to parents. If email is not 
available, contact the College to arrange for a paper copy to be sent home. 
 
Student Representative Council 
The Student Representative Council (SRC) is the voice of the students of Greensborough College. Made 
up of students elected by Home groups, members represent all students and work with the College 
administration and staff to benefit others. This may be through fund-raising to improve facilities for the 
benefit of the whole College or through the dissemination of information. Frequently, the SRC run 
activities on behalf of the College to aid charities requiring funds and to heighten students’ awareness. 
 
The SRC is an important body in the College, allowing future leaders the opportunity to develop skills in 
communication, team work and cooperation as well as providing an avenue for students to make 
suggestions on improvements to their school. 
 
Subject Levies 
A list of College levies associated with studies for 2009 will be available during Term 4 with the booklist. 
 
Term Dates 2009 
Term 1:  2 February to 3 April 
Term 2:  20 April to 26 June 
Term 3:  13 July to 18 September 
Term 4:  5 October to 18 December 
 
Senior Student Behaviour Code 
The student management processes at VCE are based on ensuring the programs and opportunities 
provided by the College are advantageous to all students.  Staff interact with students in an adult 
manner.  In most instances it is on a one-to-one basis with the aim to identify the problem and 
determine options for resolution. The process can include the classroom teacher, coordinator, parents 
and support staff.  Continued breaches of the code of conduct can lead to suspension. 
In order for members of the College community to work in a secure and safe environment; 

 Students must obey instructions of staff 

 Students must come to class prepared with all necessary materials and equipment 

 Students must ensure that their behaviour does not interfere with the rights of others 

 Students must refrain from behaviour and language which is offensive to the College  
community 
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 Students must adhere to the dress codes of the College 
 
College Uniform 
The wearing of the College uniform encourages confidence and pride in oneself as an individual and as 
a member of the College community. Students are expected to be neat and clean at all times. 
 
The College uniform is compulsory for students in all year levels.  It is expected that parents supply their 
children with the uniform and make it available every day of the school week.  If a student comes out of 
uniform they must bring a note explaining why they are out of uniform and obtain a uniform pass from 
an Assistant Principal before the school day starts. 
 
Students without a note or pass will receive a Principal’s Detention for the next Tuesday or Thursday.  
Notes are only for short term uniform problems. Parents should contact an Assistant Principal if they 
have problems in obtaining student uniforms. 
 
All students involved in Physical Education and Interschool sport are required to wear correct sports 
uniform. Students inappropriately attired may be excluded from participation in school teams. 
 

Supplier Stewarts of Ivanhoe 
Ivanhoe Shop has moved - contact office for address,  
Stewarts have a shop at Greensborough College on Friday’s between 
3.10pm – 4.30pm. 

 

 

 
Study Periods 
Study periods may be used for work on computers, investigation and study in Library or VCE common 
room. This time may also be used by students to contact class teachers for assistance. 
 
Visiting the College 
All visitors to the College must call in at the General Office.  Parents and visitors are requested not to go 
directly to the staffroom or classrooms.  Parents wishing to make an appointment to see the Principal, 
Assistant Principal, Level Coordinators or a member of staff, are requested to contact the General 
Office.  An appointment is necessary as staff are not always available due to their teaching duties. 
 
Other visitors, including ex-students wishing to visit the College, must obtain permission from an 
Assistant Principal. 
 
Senior School Contacts 
Assistant Principals:    Ms Sharyn Campbell 
     Ms Dimitra Matheou 
Senior School Coordinator:  Ms Melanie Buscema 
Senior School Programs Manager: Mr Harry Redden 
Careers Coordinators:   Ms Jane Alexander and Mr Andrew Barrington 
Phone:      9433 2666 
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Board of Studies Requirements 

 
A VCE program is usually made up of 22 units taken over 2 years. Students must satisfactorily complete 
at least 16 units in all. These 16 units must include at least 3 units of English and 3 pairs of units 3 and 4 
sequences in studies other than English. For example, Units 3 and 4 of Chemistry, Business 
Management and History.  
 
At Greensborough College students are required to attempt 12 units in their first year (Year 11), i.e. 6 
units each semester and 10 units in their second year (Year 12), i.e. 5 units each semester. 
 
While the majority of Year 11 selections will be made from Units 1 and 2, able students are encouraged 
to consider selecting a Unit 3 and 4 Subject to enhance the range and scope of their VCE studies.  
        
Outcomes and Assessment Tasks 
A unit of study within the VCE is the equivalent of 100 hours of study.  It is expected that schools will 
offer about 50-60 hours of formal class time for each unit of study. A unit is designed to be completed in 
1 semester or half the school year. 
 
Satisfactory achievement of the learning outcomes as specified in each study design is the basis on 
which a student will be judged to have completed a unit of work and receive an “S”. 
 
“S” means that; 

 The student has demonstrated the learning outcomes for that unit according to the  
description in the study design of each subject 

 The achievement of learning outcomes has been completed in a satisfactory manner i.e.  
in a way which meets the specifications stated in the study design.  

 The teacher is able to attest that the work upon which the judgment is based is the  
student's own work. 
 

“N” means 
Students who do not satisfactorily display the learning outcomes for a unit of work receive “N”, 
Unsatisfactory.  Students receiving “N” will not be credited with completion of that unit. 
 
Assessment Tasks 
Learning outcomes represent the overall requirements for a study. Across the learning outcomes for 
each unit of work a number of specific assessment tasks will be given.  These assessment tasks will be 
graded on a scale of A+ to E or if the work is below a minimum standard Ungraded (UG).  Assessment 
tasks submitted after the due date or not submitted will be given an NA or ‘Not Assessed’. 
 
 
Assessment for Units 3 and 4 
The assessment for each subject taken at a Unit 3 and 4 level will be based on a combination of school 
assessed work and external examination.   
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Tertiary institutions will use the results obtained in both the school assessed material and the formal 
examinations to assist in the selection procedures for entrance to courses. In general, entrance to 
tertiary institutions will be based on satisfactory completion of the VCE and on the basis of scores 
obtained in at least 4 sequences of Units 3 and 4 including English.   
 
Statement of Results 
The Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) will provide students with three types of 
statement, each on an A4 sheet of paper. 
 
1. Statement of Satisfactory Completion: a list of all units attempted, with S or N shown and year 

in which the result was obtained. 
2. Statement of Grades for each Unit 3 and 4: a list of Unit 3 and 4 sequences with the grade 

obtained. For each study, the sum of grades will also be converted to a standardised mark out 
of 50. 

3. Detailed Results for each Assessment Task: a statement for each Unit 3 and 4 sequence taken. 
This will include a brief description of each unit and the grade obtained for each assessment  
component. 

 
The VCAA will also supply the Victorian Tertiary Admissions Committee (VTAC) with all assessment 
results.   For students seeking entrance to tertiary courses, VTAC will provide an Equivalent National 
Tertiary Entrance Rank, (ENTER) out of 100, which will be used as a basis by both Universities and TAFE 
Colleges in the student selection process. 
 
Special Provision 
Special Provision is a general term covering the consideration of granting concessions to students who 
have difficulty in completing their work requirements by the required deadlines due to personal 
hardship. 
 
As a general rule students must supply documented evidence, for example a doctor's certificate 
detailing the basis for the student’s application for Special Provision.  
 
Applications for Special Provision will be made through the Senior School Programs Manager and Senior 
School Coordinator. 
 
Victorian Certificate Education (VCE) 

 
Over the coming months, students in Years 10 and 11 will make important decisions about their future. 
For students who choose to continue with their education, VCE means a commitment to a two-year 
program of study. 
 
A key objective for students when choosing a VCE course of study should be to keep as many 
opportunities or pathways for the future open. 
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The college has designed a program to assist students through the process of making informed 
decisions about their VCE.  Each student will be counselled on an individual basis to discuss issues such 
as: 

 Career interests and aspirations 

 School performance to date 

 Proposed subject choice for 2009 / 2010 (discussed later in this booklet) 
 
Realistic Expectations 
Before you make a commitment to your subject choice, ask whether the subject is within your 
capability and interest?  Make sure your expectations are realistic. 
 
Subject Choice and Career Path 
Certain Tertiary Courses list one or more subjects as prerequisites.  You must achieve a satisfactory 
standard in a prerequisite subject before your application for entry into some courses will be 
considered. Some courses specify a particular study score must be achieved in a prerequisite subject 
before considering an application. 
 
The VTAC Internet site, www.vtac.edu.au provides up to date information on Courses and Course 
Prerequisites for all University and TAFE Colleges available to students on the completion of their VCE. 
 
The VCE and Post School Options 
The VCE aims to provide all students with an appropriate pathway through post compulsory schooling.  
So; 

 the pursuit of higher education 

 a desire to gain employment 

 the pursuit of further training  
are all pathways, which can be catered for.  These pathways should be viewed as a beginning. In some 
cases the VCE will be the start of a very long journey through school, university, professional training 
and development.  In other cases the pathway might lead to a combination of training and work. 
 
The Pursuit of Higher Education 
Higher education is a goal for many, but remember Universities and other tertiary institutions have 
prerequisites for entry to particular courses.  When choosing examine prerequisites and specific 
requirements carefully.  The VTAC has printed the prerequisites and special requirements for entry to 
courses in 2010 and 2011.  This information can be obtained from the Careers Office.   
 
Organising Your Program 
What is a program? 
 
Your program is the collection of studies you elect to do over the two or more years it takes you to 
complete your VCE.  Your program is the pathway to your future, and should reflect your main interests 
and goals, whether these include further study or employment.  For example, if you hope to study at a 
University, College of Advanced Education or a TAFE College after leaving school, you must check 
carefully that you are taking studies that are required by the institution you wish to enter. 
 

http://www.vtac.edu.au/
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When organising your program you should: 

 Consider your career options and ensure that your study selections will help you to  
reach your goal 

 You should be aware of any requirements for a specific career or course you have in  
mind 

 Consult your Careers teacher and other teachers who may be of help 

 Carefully assess your interests and skills, and your capacity for sustained work 

 Include studies that will add depth of understanding as well as breadth and variety 
 
Sample Student Programs 
Sample student Programs are provided in:  
 
Behavioural Science  Business Studies  Catering   
Creative Art   Humanities   Physical Science 
Sport Science 
 
These programs provide a guide in organising your VCE program and give examples of the types of 
studies and order of selection over the next two years.   
 
It is not compulsory to do the programs listed provided you satisfy Board of Studies requirements for 
the VCE. You may develop your own program of studies. 
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Behavioural Science 

This program leads to further studies in the areas of Behavioural Science, Psychology, Nursing, Social 
Work and Community Welfare.  
   

Year  ENGLISH 
1 

PSYCHOLOGY 
1 

HEALTH 1 
OR 
CHEMISTRY 1 

MATHS 
METHODS  
1 

BIOLOGY 1 GENERAL 
MATHS 1 

11 ENGLISH 
2 

PSYCHOLOGY 
2 

HEALTH 2 
OR 
CHEMISTRY 2 

MATHS 
METHODS  
2 

BIOLOGY 2 GENERAL 
MATHS 2 

Year  ENGLISH  
3 

PSYCHOLOGY 
3 

HEALTH 3 
OR 
CHEMISTRY 3 

MATHS 
METHODS  
3 

BIOLOGY 3  

12 ENGLISH  
4 

PSYCHOLOGY 
4 

HEALTH 4 
OR 
CHEMISTRY 4 

MATHS 
METHODS  
4 

BIOLOGY 4  
 
 

 
 
 
 
Business Studies 

This program leads to further studies in the areas of Commerce, Business Studies and Financial 
Planning. 
 

Year  ENGLISH  
1 

BUSINESS 
MANAGEMENT  
1 

LEGAL 
STUDIES  
1 

MATH 
METHODS 
 1 

ECONOMICS  
1 

GENERAL 
MATHS 
1 

11 ENGLISH  
2 

BUSINESS 
MANAGEMENT  
 2 

LEGAL 
STUDIES 
 2 

MATH 
METHODS 
 2 

ECONOMICS  
2 

GENERAL 
MATHS 
2 

Year  ENGLISH  
3 

BUSINESS 
MANAGEMENT 
3 

LEGAL 
STUDIES  
3 

MATHS 
METHODS  
3 

ECONOMICS  
3 

 

12 ENGLISH  
4 

BUSINESS 
MANAGEMENT 
4 

LEGAL 
STUDIES 
 4 

MATHS 
METHODS 
 4 

ECONOMICS  
4 
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Hospitality 

This program leads to further studies in the areas of Hospitality, Hotel Management, Food Preparation, 
Tourism and Business Management. 
 

Year  ENGLISH  
1 

HOSPITALITY 
VET 
1 

FOOD 
TECHNOLOGY 
1 

HEALTH  
1 
 

BUSINESS 
MANAGEMENT
1 

GENERAL 
MATHS  
1 

11 ENGLISH 
 2 

HOSPITALITY 
VET 
2 

FOOD 
TECHNOLOGY 
2 

HEALTH  
2 
 

BUSINESS 
MANAGEMENT
2 

GENERAL 
MATHS  
2 

Year  ENGLISH 
 3 

HOSPITALITY 
VET 
3 

FOOD 
TECHNOLOGY 
3 

HEALTH  
3 
 

BUSINESS 
MANAGEMENT
3 

 

12 ENGLISH  
4 

HOSPITALITY 
VET 
4 

FOOD 
TECHNOLOGY 
4 

HEALTH  
4 
 

BUSINESS 
MANAGEMENT
4 

 
 

 
 
 
Creative Arts 

This program leads to further study in the areas of Fine Arts, Graphic Design, Media Studies and 
Merchandising. 
 

Year  ENGLISH 
 1 

VISUAL 
DESIGN & 
COMM 
 1 

STUDIO ART  
1 
 

GENERAL 
MATHS 
 1 

BUSINESS 
MANAGEMENT
1 

FREE CHOICE 
1 

11 ENGLISH  
2 

VISUAL 
DESIGN & 
COMM 
 2 

STUDIO ART  
2 

GENERAL 
MATHS 
 2 

BUSINESS 
MANAGEMENT
2 

FREE CHOICE 
 2 

Year  ENGLISH 
 3 

VISUAL 
DESIGN & 
COMM 
 3 

STUDIO ART  
3 

FURTHER 
MATHS 
 3 

BUSINESS 
MANAGEMENT
3 

 

12 ENGLISH 
 4 

VISUAL 
DESIGN & 
COMM 
 4 

STUDIO ART  
4 

FURTHER 
MATHS 
4 

BUSINESS 
MANAGEMENT
4 
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Humanities 

This course leads to further study in the Arts, Humanities, Social Sciences, Teacher Education, Youth 
Affairs and Community Services. 
 

Year  ENGLISH 
1 

LITERATURE  
1 

HISTORY 
 1 

LEGAL 
STUDIES  
1 

HEALTH 
1 

FREE 
CHOICE 

11 ENGLISH  
2 

LITERATURE  
2 

HISTORY 
 2 

LEGAL 
STUDIES  
2 

HEALTH 
 2 

FREE 
CHOICE 

Year  ENGLISH  
3 

LITERATURE  
3 

HISTORY  
3 
 

LEGAL 
STUDIES 
 3 

HEALTH 
 3 

 

12 ENGLISH 
 4 

LITERATURE 
 4 

HISTORY  
4 

LEGAL 
STUDIES 
 4 

HEALTH  
4 

 

 
 
 
Physical Sciences 

This course leads to further study in areas of Medicine, Engineering, Chemistry and Physical Science, 
Surveying, Technology and Computers. 
 

Year  ENGLISH 
1 

PHYSICS 
1 

CHEMISTRY 
1 

GENERAL 
MATHS 
1 

MATHS 
METHODS 
1 

IT 
1 

11 ENGLISH 
2 

PHYSICS 
2 

CHEMISTRY 
2 

GENERAL 
MATHS 
2 

MATHS 
METHODS 
2 

IT 
2 

Year  ENGLISH 
3 

PHYSICS 
3 

CHEMISTRY 
3 

MATHS 
METHODS 
3 

SPECIALIST 
MATHS 
3 

 

12 ENGLISH 
4 

PHYSICS 
4 

CHEMISTRY 
4 

MATHS 
METHODS 
4 

SPECIALIST 
MATHS 
4 
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Sport Science 

This course leads to further studies in the areas of Physiotherapy, Sport Science, Physical Education, 
Human movement, Behavioural Science, Outdoor education, Sport Management and Health Sciences. 
 

Year  ENGLISH 
1 

PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION 
1 

CHEMISTRY 
1 

MATHS 
METHODS 
1 

BIOLOGY 
1 

GENERAL 
MATHS 
1 

11 ENGLISH 
2 

PHYSICAL 
EDCUATION 
2 

CHEMISTRY 
2 

MATHS 
METHODS 
2 

BIOLOGY 
2 

GENERAL 
MATHS 
2 

Year  ENGLISH 
3 

PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION 
3 

CHEMISTRY 
3 

MATHS 
METHODS 
3 

BIOLOGY 
3 

 

12 ENGLISH 
4 

PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION 
4 
 

CHEMISTRY 
4 

MATHS 
METHODS 
4 

BIOLOGY 
4 
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Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) 

VCAL a vocational VCE 

VCE courses are not intended as specific training.  The Victorian Government and the VCAA have 
introduced a vocational alternative to a traditional VCE structure.  The Victorian Certificate of Applied 
Learning (VCAL) provides a vocational focus and establishes a connection between the final years of 
secondary education and a student’s intended vocational future.  Students undertaking a VCAL program 
will develop a range of competencies, which can lead to employment in the particular vocational area 
but can also lead to broader educational and work outcomes. 

The College offers a VCAL program that forges a direct link between the VCE and the workforce.  This 
program combines VCE and TAFE units relevant to students' vocational futures as well as a compulsory 
work placement component.  
 
Students who complete this program will obtain the Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning issued by 
the VCAA as well as several TAFE modules towards a nationally recognized Vocational Training 
Certificate.  
 
VCAL 

VCAL has been developed to prepare students who wish to enter the workforce. We are offering the 
VET components of VCAL in the areas of Automotive, Dance and Hospitality at Greensborough, but 
through arrangement with other schools in the region, have access to a far greater range of VET 
courses. This information will become available later in the year.  A key component of the course is for 
the student to organise a one day a week work placement in a suitable Industry Area.   

This is the general structure of the course, but it will be adjusted to fit the specific needs of the 
students. As such we therefore require that students select at least two VCE Units that they would be 
happy to complete in Semester 1 and a further two Units for Semester 2. These should be given in 
priority order. They also need to select which VET course the wish to study, if it is one of the three 
offered at Greensborough let us know now, otherwise just leave it as VET and we will work out the 
details later in the year. 

 

Year  ENGLISH 

1 

VET VCAL 

Unit 

Personal 

Development 

VCE  

Unit 

MATHS 1 VCAL/WORK 

PLACEMENT 

11 ENGLISH 

2 

VET 
 

VCAL 

Unit  

Work Related 

Studies 

VCE  

Unit  

MATHS 2 VCAL/WORK 

PLACEMENT 

Year  VCE  

Unit 

 
VET 

VCE  

Unit 3 

VCE  

Unit 3 

VCE  

Unit 3 

 

12 VCE  

Unit 

 
VET 

VCE  

Unit 4 

VCE  

Unit 4 

VCE  

Unit 4 

 

 



  
  

17 

TAFE (VET) Modules 
VET programs contain a number of Modules developed and delivered under the auspices of external 
training authorities.  
 
Students wishing to undertake this course will be required to pay for some of the delivery costs 
associated with the delivery of the VET components and a reduced enrolment charge to the TAFE 
authority.  These costs are subsidised by the Department of Education, but as an indication for parents, 
it is expected that each student undertaking the Program would be required to contribute fees charged 
by the TAFE providers. 
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Subjects Offered 2009 

 

AUTOMOTIVE CERTIFICATE II (VET) 

Rationale 
The aims of the VCE VET Automotive program are to: 

 provide participants with the knowledge and skills to achieve units of competence that will enhance their 
employment prospects in the automotive or automotive related industries 

 enable participants to gain a recognised credential and make a more informed choice of vocation and career 
paths 

 
Automotive classes will run for an extended period; students need to be available until 5pm every Wednesday. 
The Certificate II in Automotive can provide a pathway into an automotive traineeship or apprenticeship. 
 
Structure 
Unit 1 Areas of Study: 
AURC270103A Apply safe working practices 
NCS003 Carry out industry research 
VBN657 Dismantle and assemble fuel pump 
VBN675 Recharge batteries 
 
Unit 2 Areas of Study: 
NCS003 Job seeking skills 
AURT270278A Use and maintain workplace tools and equipment 
VBN652 Dismantle and assemble engine, four-stroke multi cylinder 
VBN666 Remove and replace wheel and tyre assemblies 
 
Unit 3 Areas of Study: 
VBN653 Remove and replace engine cylinder head 
VBN668 Operate electrical test equipment 
VBN676 Construct basic electronic circuits 
VBN655 Dismantle and assemble carburettor 
 
Unit 4 Areas of Study: 
VBN662 Remove and replace clutch assembly 
VBN659 Dismantle and assemble transmission, manual (conventional) 
VBN663 Remove and replace suspension, front springs 
VBN692 Remove and replace steering assembly 
 
Entry 
Completion of the Certificate in Automotive takes 2 years. 

Levels or Achievement and Assessment 
Training packages used by Greensborough College to facilitate Certificate 2 in Automotive Studies have been 
devised by Kangan Batman TAFE and have specific requirements regarding demonstration of competence and 
appropriate assessment of competence.  These requirements are detailed in each unit of competence under the 
subheadings Performance Criteria, Range of Variables and Evidence Guide.  Students will be assessed in 
accordance to these of competencies and will receive a result of Competent (S) or Not-Yet Competent (NYC). 
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BIOLOGY 
Rationale 
Biology is the study of living organisms, of life processes, and of the different levels of organisation from the cell to 
the biosphere. It includes the study of interactions between organisms and between organisms and their 
environments. It considers the unity and continuity of life as well as diversity and change. 
 
Structure 
Unit 1: Organisms in their environments 
Unit 2: Functioning organisms 
Unit 3: Challenge to survival 
Unit 4: Biological continuity and change. 
 
Unit 1 
This unit examines communities of living organisms and their non-living surroundings. The complex interactions 
that sustain life on Earth, and the nature and effects of environmental change are also considered. 
 
Unit 2 
This unit examines the characteristics, which assist plants and animals to function effectively in their particular 
environments. The application of technology to explore maintain and modify reproduction and development, and 
the issues associated with the use of this technology are also investigated. 
 
Unit 3 
This unit examines the challenges to survival and the mechanisms, which enhance the survival of unicellular and 
multicellular organisms in the face of changing conditions, environmental extremes and challenges from other 
organisms. The use of modern technology to increase the chance of survival of an organism when its control 
systems or defences against infection and disease are inadequate, are also considered. 
 
Unit 4 
This unit explores the mechanisms of inheritance, genes, DNA, mitosis and meiosis, and the causes of variation, 
leading to investigation of the origins and diversity of living organisms. Recent advances in technology, including 
biotechnology, are also considered. 
 
Entry 
There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. However, students who enter the study at Unit 3 may 
need to do preparatory work based on Unit 1 and Unit 2, as specified by the teacher. Students must undertake 
Unit 3 prior to undertaking Unit 4. 
 
Assessment 
Satisfactory Completion 
Demonstrated achievement of the set of outcomes specified for the unit. 
 
Levels of Achievement  
Units 1 and 2 
Each unit will specify particular work tasks and tests for assessment of achievement. 
 
Units 3 and 4 
School- assessed coursework, a mid-year examination and an end-of-year examination. 

 Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 17 per cent 

 Mid-year examination: 33 per cent 

 Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 17 per cent 

 End-of-year: 33 per cent. 
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BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 
Rationale 
Business Management examines the ways in which people at various levels within a business organisation 
manage resources to achieve the objectives of the organisation. Students develop an understanding of the 
challenges, complexity and rewards that come from business management.  
 
The study recognises that there are a range of management theories rather than a single theory of management.  
 
Each unit examines some of these theories and, through exposure to real business scenarios and/or direct contact 
with business, tests them against management in practice. 
 
Structure 
Unit 1: Small business management 
Unit 2: Communication and management. 
Unit 3: Corporate management 
Unit 4: Managing people and change. 
 
Unit 1 
This unit studies generic business concepts, which apply to the management of organisations of varying size, 
complexity or industry setting.  
 
Unit 2 
This unit studies communication in business with an emphasis on its importance and the methods and forms it 
can take. Communication and its relationship to business objectives and strategy will be considered. Students 
evaluate the appropriate use of communication in different business related situations. 
 
Unit 3 
This unit examines the role and importance of large-scale organisations to the Australian economy. Students will 
identify and apply a range of performance indicators to evaluate the performance of an organisation. 
 
Unit 4 
This unit examines the human resource management practices and processes and the operations management 
practices and processes in large-scale organisations in Australia. 
 
Entry 
There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 
prior to undertaking Unit 4 
 
Assessment 
Satisfactory Completion 
Demonstrated achievement of the set of outcomes specified for the unit. 
 
Levels of Achievement  
Units 1 and 2 
Each unit will specify particular work tasks and tests for assessment of achievement 
 
Units 3 and 4 
School-assessed coursework and end-of-year examination 

 Unit 3 school Assessed coursework: 25 per cent 

 Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 25 per cent 

 End of Year examination: 50 per cent. 



  
  

22 

CHEMISTRY 
 
Rationale 
Chemical processes are important in improving human health; preventing environmental problems and 
rehabilitating degraded environments. 
 
In this study of Chemistry a thematic approach has been adopted, and throughout the study contexts have been 
provided to apply chemical knowledge to technology and society.  Students will investigate, explore and solve 
qualitative and quantitative problems and discuss chemical concepts and issues. 
 
Structure 
Unit 1 
This Unit develops an understanding about the internal structure of the atom. Students study the models for 
metallic, ionic and covalent bonding. They consider the widespread use of polymers as an example of the 
importance of chemistry to their everyday lives. Students investigate the uses of materials and how these have 
changed. Examples could include improved corrosion prevention or limitation and carbon nanotubes and self-
repairing materials. Students use the language of chemistry, its symbols and chemical formulas and equations, to 
explain observations and data collected from experiments. 
 
Unit 2 
This Unit develops an understanding about how living things on earth have evolved to use water and the gases of 
the atmosphere in the chemical reactions that sustain them. Water is used by both plants and animals to carry 
out their energy-producing reactions, dissolve their nutrients and transport their wastes. The atmosphere 
supplies life-giving gases, provides temperature that sustains life, and gives protection from harmful radiation. 
Students will investigate how chemistry is used to respond to the effects of human activities on our environment. 
 
Unit 3 
In this unit students investigate the scope of techniques available to the analytical chemist. Chemical analysis is 
vital in the work of the forensic scientist, the quality control chemist at a food manufacturing plant, the geologist 
in the field, and the environmental chemist monitoring the health of a waterway. Students investigate organic 
reaction pathways and the chemistry of particular organic molecules. A detailed knowledge of the structure and 
bonding of organic chemicals is important to the work of the synthetic organic chemist. Students will continue to 
investigate the application of principles of green chemistry to chemical processes and use the language and 
symbols of chemistry, and chemical formulas and equations to explain observations and data collected from 
experiments. 
 
Unit 4 
In this unit students investigate the industrial production of chemicals and the energy changes associated with 
chemical reactions. Features that affect chemical reactions such as the rate and yield or equilibrium position are 
investigated. Students explore how an understanding of these features is used to obtain optimum conditions in 
the industrial production of a selected chemical.  Students investigate how energy is produced from available 
resources and consider the efficiencies, advantages and disadvantages of each energy resource. Students will 
continue to investigate the application of principles of green chemistry to chemical processes and use the 
language and symbols of chemistry, and chemical formulas and equations to explain observations and data 
collected from experiments. Again design and performance of experiments is important in the course. 
 
Entry 
There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students who enter the study at Unit 2 or 3 may need to 
undertake preparatory work. Students must undertake Unit 3 prior to undertaking Unit 4 and in view of the 
sequenced nature of the study it is advisable that students undertake Units 1 to 4. 
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Assessment 
Satisfactory Completion 
Demonstrated achievement of the set of outcomes specified for the unit. 
 
Levels of Achievement 
Units 1 and 2 
Each unit will specify particular work tasks and tests for assessment of achievement. 
 
Units 3 and 4 
School assessed coursework, a mid-year examination and an end-of-year examination. 

 Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 17 per cent 

 Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 17 per cent 

 Unit 3 examination: 33 per cent 

 Unit 4 examination: 33 per cent. 
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DANCE (VET) Certificate II 
 
 
Rationale 
The aims of the VCE VET Dance program are to: 

 provide participants with the knowledge and skills to achieve competencies that will enhance their  
employment prospects in the performing arts industry 

 enable participants to gain a recognised credential and to make a more informed choice of vocation or  
career paths. 
 

Dance classes will run for an extended period; students need to be available until 5pm every Wednesday. 
 
 
Structure 
This Certificate is comprised of ten compulsory units of competence. To be eligible for the award of the certificate 
students must complete all compulsory units of competence. 
 
 
Unit 1 and 2 
Apply basic First Aid 
Develop a basic level of physical condition for dance performance 
Develop basic dance techniques 
Work with others 
Follow health, safety and security procedures 
Source information on history and theory and apply to own area of work 
 
 
Unit 3 and 4 
Source and apply entertainment industry knowledge 
Prepare self for a dance performance 
Refine dance techniques 
Apply basic dance techniques for performance 
 
 
Entry 
Completion of the Certificate in Dance takes 2 years. 
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DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY WOOD 
Rationale 
This subject engages students in technological tasks that call on their knowledge and understanding of materials 
and production processes to design and make products suitable for their intended purpose.  Students also have 
opportunities to undertake production activities often related to industrial and commercial practices 
 
Structure 
Unit 1 
This unit focuses on analysis, modification and improvement of a product design. 
 
Unit 2  
In this unit students design and develop a product range or contribute to the design of a group product. 
 
Unit 3 and 4 
In these units students design and develop a product that meets the needs and expectations of a client or end 
user. 
 
Students evaluate the product design, development and production. They judge the suitability and viability of 
design ideas and options. Designers refer to the design brief and evaluation criteria in collaboration with the 
client. 
 
Entry 
There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3.   Units 3 and 4 must be taken as a sequence. 
 
Assessment 
Satisfactory Completion  
Demonstrated achievement of the outcomes specified for the unit. 
 
Levels of Achievement 
Units 1 and 2 
Each unit will specify particular work tasks and tests for assessment of achievement. 
 
Units 3 and 4 
School assessed task, School assessed coursework and an end-of-year examination. 

 Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 12 per cent 

 Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 8 per cent 

 School assessed task: 50 per cent 

 Unit 3 and 4 examination: 30 per cent. 
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DRAMA 
 
Rationale 
VCE Drama is about doing rather than talking. Using mind, body and a little bit of soul, students develop their own 
performance. In particular the study of Drama focuses on the development of expressive skills. Looking at how 
these skills are used within dramatic structures, students analyse the development and performance of imagined 
characters. By looking at and through the refinement of skills, techniques and processes in the creation and 
presentation of dramatic works, students demonstrate an understanding and use of a range of context, 
application of stagecraft elements and the analysis of the development and performance of dramatic works. 
 
Drama gives form and meaning to a range of social, political, cultural and historical contexts. This study gives 
students the opportunity to examine and explore these in full. 
 
Unit 1 
Unit 1 is about transformation. Focusing on the art of transforming into imagined characters, students examine 
role and status in characterisation, as well as solo or ensemble performance. Students examine the origins of 
performance from a range of cultures and its significance in a variety of social, political and historical contexts. 
This unit also involves analysis of student as well as professional performance work. For this unit students are 
required to demonstrate achievement of three outcomes. As a set these outcomes encompass both areas of 
study for the unit. 
 
Unit 2: Interpreting Drama 
Differing perspectives and interpretations are the focus of this unit of Drama. Students are given to play with 
scripts and stimulus material selected from a range of cultures. The student’s own work will reflect  the 
application of dramatic elements and stagecraft as well as the development of expressive skills to create and 
communicate. Dramatic form is also explored in student and professional performance. 
 
Unit 3: Ensemble Performance 
The process involved in the development and realisation of the ensemble performance is evaluated in the context 
of non-naturalism. This unit focuses on non-naturalistic drama from a diverse range of traditions. Non-naturalistic 
performance and associated theatrical conventions are reflected in the student ensemble performance. A  
non-naturalistic work selected from the prescribed play list will also be analysed. 
 
Unit 4: Solo Performance 
Performance styles, theatrical conventions and stimulus materials from a variety of cultural sources are used in 
the development of a solo performance. This unit focuses on the processes, such as analysis and evaluation, that 
are involved in the development of the student’s solo work.  
 
Entry 
There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3, however, student entry into Unit 3 is preferred through 
Units 1 and 2. Units 3 & 4 must be taken as a sequence.  
 
Assessment 
Satisfactory Completion  
Demonstrated achievement of the outcomes specified for the unit. 
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Levels of Achievement 
Units 1 and 2  
Each unit will specify particular work tasks and tests for assessment of achievement. 
 
Units 3 and 4  
The Board of Studies will supervise the assessment of all students undertaking Units 3 and 4. 
School assessed task, School assessed coursework and an end-of-year examination. 

 Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 35 per cent 

 Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 5 per cent 

 Unit 4 performance examination: 25 per cent 

 Unit 3 and 4 examination: 35 per cent. 
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ECONOMICS 
Rationale 
Economics focuses on decisions about how production occurs, how resources are allocated and how proceeds of 
production are distributed. These economic decisions not only affect the wellbeing of particular nations and their 
people but also increasingly influence living standards regionally and globally. 
 
Structure 
Unit 1: The Australian economy 
Unit 2: Australia and the global economy 
Unit 3: Economic activity and objectives 
Unit 4: Economic management 
 
Unit 1 
The focus of this unit is the study of markets, economic decision making and issues of importance to the 
Australian economy and its people in the twenty-first century. 
 
Unit 2 
The focus of this unit is the study of Australia's external relationships and economic issues of importance in the 
global economy in the twenty-first century. 
 
Unit 3 
The focus of this unit is the study of economic activity in Australia and the factors that affect achievement of the 
achievement of the Australian Government’s economic objectives. 
 
Unit 4 
The focus of this unit is the study of the management of the Australian economy, which concentrates on 
budgetary, monetary and microeconomic reform policies. 
 
Entry 
There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 prior to undertaking  
Unit 4 
 
Assessment 
Satisfactory Completion 
Demonstrated achievement of completion of set of outcomes. 
 
Levels of Achievement 
Unit 1 and 2 
Each unit will specify particular work tasks and tests for assessment of achievement 
 
Units 3 and 4 
School-assessed coursework and an end-of-year examination 

 Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 25 per cent 

 Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 25 per cent 

 Units 3 and 4 examination: 50 per cent. 
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ENGLISH 
Rationale 
This study aims to develop competence in the understanding and use of English for a variety of purposes 
sufficient to meet the demands of post-school employment, further education, and participation in a democratic 
society. 
 
It emphasises the integration of reading, writing, speaking, listening, and thinking.  It values student diversity and 
particularly encourages learning in which students take responsibility for their language development and thus 
grow in confidence and in language skill and understanding. 
 
Structure 
Unit 1 
This study aims to develop competence in the understanding and use of English for a variety of purposes 
sufficient to meet the demands of post-school employment, further education, and participation in a democratic 
society. This unit explores the reading and responding of set texts; creating and presenting a writing folio taking 
into account audience, purpose and context; and using language to persuade, whereby students learnt how 
language is used to persuade an audience. Students complete both written and oral responses, demonstrating a 
sound knowledge in the conventions of English.  
 
Unit 2 
This study aims to develop competence in the understanding and use of English for a variety of purposes 
sufficient to meet the demands of post-school employment, further education, and participation in a democratic 
society. This unit explores the reading and responding of set texts; creating and presenting a writing folio taking 
into account audience, purpose and context; and using language to persuade, whereby students learnt how to 
construct persuasive texts. Students completed both written and oral responses, demonstrating a sound 
knowledge in the conventions of English 
 
Unit 3 
This unit encourages the extension of language skills through developing the capacity to write and speak 
effectively for a range of purposes and audiences. Students are required to study four texts, reflecting critically on 
each text as a whole and then expressing their opinions on the texts in writing. Students also discuss and respond 
to issues presented in the media, critically evaluating the language used in the presentation, and then presenting 
a point of view on the issue studied. Effective oral communication and the delivery of an oral presentation are 
also key components of the unit. 
 
Unit 4 
This unit encourages the extension of language skills through developing the capacity to write and speak 
effectively for a range of purposes and audiences. Students are required to study four texts, reflecting critically on 
each text as a whole and then expressing their opinions on the texts in writing. Writing is also central to this unit, 
and students are required to create a folio of writing demonstrating an understanding of varying audiences, 
purposes and forms. 
 
Entry 
There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 prior to undertaking  
Unit 4. 
Assessment 
Satisfactory Completion  
Demonstrated achievement of outcomes specified for the unit. 
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Levels of Achievement 
Unit 1 and 2  
Demonstrated achievement of set of outcomes specified for the unit. 
 
Units 3 and 4 
School-assessed coursework and examinations. 

 Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 25 per cent 

 Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 25 per cent 

 End-of-year examination: 50 per cent. 
 
English as a Second Language (ESL)  
Students who have arrived in Australia in the past seven years may be eligible to apply for ESL status.  Students 
granted ESL status undertake the same coursework outlined in the English Units with a modified assessment 
program.   
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FOOD & TECHNOLOGY 
Rationale  
This study is designed to give students a greater understanding of food as a commodity and knowledge of food 
preparation and production from small - scale perspective to mass production in industry.  Students will develop 
skills in planning, preparation and evaluation of food products. 
 
Structure 
Unit 1 
This unit will enable students to study the physical and chemical properties of food, focusing on each food group 
and the way these properties influence the food preparation, storage and presentation within a small scale 
operation, which includes a small business, food technology laboratory or a domestic setting. Students are 
required to complete practical tasks most weeks. 
 
Unit 2                 
This unit will enable students to study the preparation of food for small-scale operations, including planning 
considerations, implementation and evaluation of outcomes and product changes to suit specific requirements. 
Students undertake to solve design problems following the design process and this involves planning and 
producing their own food items. They will also study the impact of technological developments on all phases of 
food production. Students are required to complete practical tasks most weeks. 
 
Unit 3 and 4 
In these units students study food preparation and production on an industrial scale, exploring the development, 
analysis and marketing of food products.  This includes the development of new food products, and different 
methods of preparing and processing food.  It will also study controls on food supply that influence the type of 
food available in Australia. Students also complete their School Assessed Task based on a design problem of their 
choice. Students are required to complete practical tasks most weeks. 
 
Entry 
There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3.   Units 3 & 4 must be taken as a sequence. 
 
Assessment 
Satisfactory Completion 
Demonstrated achievement of outcomes specified for the unit. 
 
Levels of Achievement 
Unit 1 and 2 
Demonstrated achievement of set of outcomes specified for the unit. 
 
Units 3 and 4 
School-assessed coursework, school assessed task and end of year examination. 

 Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 15 per cent 

 Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 15 per cent 

 Unit 3/4 school-assessed task: 40 per cent 

 End-of-year examination: 30 per cent. 
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HISTORY 
Rationale 
History is the practice of understanding and making meaning of the past. Students learn about some of the key 
people, ideas and events that have influenced the world as we know it today. 
 
Students interpret historical events through critical analysis of written, visual and oral evidence such as letters, 
diaries, official documents, cartoons, propaganda, music, speeches and film. 
 
The study of VCE History encourages students to develop analytical skills and use their imagination to understand 
the causes and consequences of significant world events. 
 
Structure  
Unit 1: Twentieth-Century History (1900 - 1945) 
Unit 2: Twentieth-Century History (since 1945) 
Units 3 and 4: Revolutions - French and Russian 
 
Each pair of Units 3 and 4 is designed to be taken as a sequence.  Each History is treated as a separate study with 
its own structure, key knowledge and skills and assessment. 
 
Entry 
There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 prior to undertaking Unit 
4. There is no restriction on the number of histories a student may take. 
 
Assessment 
Satisfactory Completion 
Achievement of the set of outcomes. 
 
Levels of Achievement 
Units 1 and 2 
Demonstrated achievement of set of outcomes specified for the unit. 
 
Units 3 and 4 
School-assessed coursework and an end-of-year examination. 

 Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 25 per cent 

 Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 25 per cent 

 Unit 3 and 4 examination: 50 per cent. 
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HEALTH & HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 
Rationale 
The central focus of the Health and Human Development study is to examine the factors that promote wellbeing 
in individuals, families and communities. This study aims to develop an understanding of the relationship between 
health and human development. 
 
Structure 
Unit 1: Adolescence 
Unit 2: Families 
Unit 3: Australia's health and nutrition focus 
Unit 4: An international perspective on development and health. 
 
Unit 1 
This unit examines the physical, social and emotional development associated with adolescence and the 
resources available to young people during this stage of their development. 
 
Unit 2 
Families play a major role in providing for the physical, social and emotional requirements of their members. This 
unit examines diversity in, and the changing roles of family within the broader context of Australian society. 
 
Unit 3 
This unit examines the health status of Australians and changing community expectations and approaches taken 
to improve the health of all. 
 
Unit 4 
This unit examines the development and health of people in industrialised and developing countries across the 
life span. 
 
Entry 
There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 prior to undertaking Unit 
4. However, students who enter the study at Unit 3 may need to undertake preparatory work based on Unit 1 
and, more particularly, on Unit 2 as specified by teacher. 
 
Assessment 
Satisfactory Completion 
Demonstrated achievement of the set of outcomes specified for the unit. 
 
Levels of Achievement 
Unit 1 and 2 
Each unit will specify particular work tasks and tests for assessment of achievement 
 
Units 3 and 4 
School-assessed coursework and an end-of-year examination. 

 Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 25 per cent 

 Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 25 per cent 

 Units 3 and 4 examination: 50 per cent. 
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HOSPITALITY CERTIFICATE II (VET) 
 
Hospitality is a “hands” on competency based subject. It is intended to be as similar as possible to working in the 
hospitality industry. Students will be required to wear a chef’s uniform when working in the kitchen and a waiter’s 
uniform when serving in the restaurant.  
 
Hospitality classes will run for an extended period; students need to be available until 5pm every Wednesday. 
 
Structure 
Unit 1 and 2 
Use Basic Methods of Cookery 
Organisation and Prepare Food 
Present Food 
Prepare Sandwiches 
Working with Colleagues and Customers 
Working in a Socially Diverse Environment 
Following Health, Safety and Security Procedures 
Develop and Update Hospitality Industry Knowledge 
Follow Workplace Hygiene Procedures 
Receive and Store Kitchen Supplies 
Clean and Maintain Kitchen Premises 
 
There will be an approximate cost of $100 for participation in this unit not including books.  
 
Unit 3 and 4 
Provide Food and Beverage Service 
Prepare and Serve Non-alcoholic Beverages 
Provide a Link between Kitchen and Service Areas 
Develop and Update Food and Beverage Knowledge 
Prepare and Serve Espresso Coffee 
Prepare Appetisers and Salads 
Prepare Stocks, Sauces and Soups 
Prepare Vegetables, Eggs and Farinaceous Dishes 
Receive and Store Kitchen Supplies 
Clean Premises and Equipment 
Prepare foods according to dietary and cultural needs. 
 
There will be an approximate cost of $100 for participation in this unit not including books.  
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
Rationale 
This study focuses on the processing of data and the management of information and information systems to 
meet a range of individual and societal purposes. While it is important that students extend their use of ICT as a 
tool to assist with work, study, recreation and in relationships, the study of Information Technology focuses on 
the capacities, scope and limitations of hardware and software, and their interactions to carry out specialised 
applications. 
 
With appropriate knowledge and skills, students will be equipped to make use of ICT and make informed personal 
and workplace choices about future developments and directions in this exciting and challenging field. Innovative 
approaches to the potential uses of ICT are developed, and students are encouraged to orient themselves 
towards the future, with an awareness of the implications of these uses. 
 
Structure 
Unit 1: IT in action 
Unit 2: IT pathways 
Units 3 and 4: IT applications 
 
Unit 1: IT in Action 
This unit focuses on how individuals use, and can be affected by, information and communications technology 
(ICT) in their daily lives. Students acquire and apply a range of knowledge and skills to create information that 
persuades, educates or entertains. They also explore how their lives are affected by ICT and strategies for 
influencing how ICT is applied. Students develop an understanding of the role technology plays in inputting, 
processing, storing and communicating data and information. 
 
Unit 2: IT Pathways 
This unit focuses on how individuals and organisations, such as sporting clubs, charitable institutions, small 
businesses and government agencies use ICT. Students acquire and apply a range of knowledge and skills to 
create solutions and information products that meet personal and clients’ needs. They also examine how 
networked information systems are used within organisations. 
 
Unit 3: IT applications 
Unit 3 focuses on how individuals or organisations use ICT to solve information problems and to participate 
actively in a society where use of ICT is commonplace. Students acquire and apply knowledge and skills in solving 
information problems to assist in decision-making and in managing tasks and timelines. Students also explore 
how the capabilities of networked information systems support teams of workers or learners to solve problems 
and share knowledge. 
 
Unit 4: IT applications 
This unit focuses on how ICT is used by organisations to solve ongoing information problems and in the strategies 
to protect the integrity of data and security of information. Students explore how organisations manage the 
storage, communication and disposal of data and information in order to minimise threats to the integrity of data 
and security of information, and to optimise efficient information handling. 
 
Entry 
No prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. 
Students must undertake Unit 3 prior to undertaking Unit 4 
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Assessment  
Satisfactory completion is by demonstrated achievement of the set of outcomes specified for the unit. 
 
Levels of Achievement 
Units 1 and 2 
The individual school will determine the level of achievement. 
 
Units 3 and 4 
Percentage contributions to the study score in Information Technology: IT applications are as follows: 
• Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 25 per cent 
• Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 25 per cent 
• End-of-year examination: 50 per cent 
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LOTE: ITALIAN 
Rationale 
This study contributes to the overall education of students particularly in the area of communication, as well as 
cross cultural understanding, cognitive development, literacy and general knowledge. It provides access to the 
culture of the community which uses the language, and promotes an understanding of different attitudes and 
values within the wider Australian community and beyond. 
 
The study develops students’ ability to understand and use the Italian language. Knowledge of Italian in 
conjunction with other skills can provide employment opportunities in areas such as tourism, social services, 
banking, commerce and translating and interpreting. 
 
Structure 
Unit 1 
Themes are the individual, Italian speaking communities and the changing world. 
 
Unit 2 
Themes are the individual, Italian speaking communities and the changing world. 
 
Unit 3 
Detailed study: Language and Culture through texts. 
 
Unit 4 
Detailed study: Language and Culture through texts. 
 
Entry 
No prerequisites for entry into units 1, 2 or 3. 
Students must undertake Unit 3 prior to undertaking Unit 4. 
 
Assessment 
Satisfactory completion. 
Demonstration of the set outcomes for the Unit. This will be based on the teacher assessment of the student’s 
overall performance assessment tasks 
 
Levels of Achievement 
Unit 1 and 2 
The school will determine the level of achievement. 
 
Unit 3 

 School assessed coursework: 25 per cent 
 
Unit 4 

 School assessed course work: 25 per cent 

 Examinations: Oral component 12.5 per cent 

 Written component 37.5 per cent 
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LEGAL STUDIES 
Rationale 
This study is about the way the law relates to and serves both individuals and the community. It focuses on 
developing an understanding of the way in which law is generated, structured and operates in Australia. 
 
Structure 
Unit 1: The individual and the law 
Unit 2: The law in operation 
Unit 3: Making and changing the law 
Unit 4: Evaluation of the legal system 
 
Unit 1 
This unit introduces sources of law, the need for law, the nature of criminal and civil law, and the role of law 
enforcement agencies. 
 
Unit 2 
This unit explores legal issues relating to the law in society. In particular, it focuses on the factors involved in the 
determination of legal rules. 
 
Unit 3 
This unit focuses on the institutions, which determine laws, and the processes by which laws are made. 
 
Unit 4 
This unit focuses on the courts, tribunals and alternative avenues of dispute resolution, and processes and 
procedures, which operate within the legal system. 
 
Entry 
There are no prerequisites for entry to Unit 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 prior to undertaking  
Unit 4. 
 
Assessment 
Satisfactory Completion 
Demonstrated achievement of the set of outcomes specified for the unit. 
 
Levels of Achievement 
Unit 1 and 2 
Each unit will specify particular work tasks and tests for assessment of achievement 
 
Units 3 and 4 
School-assessed coursework and an end-of-year exam 

 Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 25 per cent 

 Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 25 per cent 

 Units 3 and 4 examination: 50 per cent. 
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LITERATURE 
Rationale 
Literature involves the study and enjoyment of a wide range of literary texts: classical, popular, traditional and 
modern. Its distinctive focus is on the use of language to illuminate and give insight into the nature of experience. 
Literature is an interactive study between the text, the social \political \economic context in which the text was 
produced, and the experience of life and of literature that the reader brings to the text. 
 
Structure 
Unit 1 
This unit enables students to develop effective reading strategies, to examine the ideas and views of life which are 
presented in the literature studied and relate what they read to their own lives. The unit covers various kinds of 
literature with a special focus on post 1950 texts. 
 
Unit 2 
This unit focuses on developing reading strategies and personal responses to literature, and to an understanding 
of how themes and ideas in texts relate to personal and social experiences. It covers a variety of literature with an 
emphasis on works from periods prior to 1950. 
 
Unit 3 and 4 
The study of literature is a means of exploring human experience. It involves asking questions such as: whose 
experiences and what experiences are given voice in the text?  How are they created through the texts use of 
language and literary devices? What does the text's representation of characters and events suggest about the 
values and views of the text? 
 
These units examine such questions and involve students in analysing a range of texts, developing skills in reading 
closely and critically, and discussing and debating various ways of interpreting and evaluating texts. 
 
Assessment 
Satisfactory completion 
Demonstrated achievement of the set of outcomes specified for the unit. 
 
Levels of Achievement 
Units 1 and 2 
Demonstrated achievement of set of outcomes specified for the unit. 
 
Units 3 and 4 
School assessed coursework and an end-of-year examination 

 Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 25 per cent 

 Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 25 per cent 

 Unit 3 and 4 examination: 50 percent. 
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MATHEMATICS 
Rationale 
Mathematics is the study of function and pattern in number, logic, space and structure. It provides both a 
framework for thinking and a means of symbolic communication that is powerful, logical, concise and 
unambiguous and a means by which people can understand and manage their environment. Essential 
mathematical activities include abstracting, proving, applying, investigating, modelling and problem solving.  This 
study is designed to provide access to worthwhile and challenging mathematical learning in a way which takes 
into account the needs and aspirations of a wide range of students. It is also designed to promote students' 
awareness of the importance of mathematics in everyday life in an increasingly technological society, and 
confidence in making effective use of mathematical ideas, techniques and processes.  All students in all the 
mathematical units offered will apply knowledge and skills, model, investigate and solve problems, and use 
technology to support learning mathematics and its application in different contexts. 
 
Structure 
The study is made up of the following units: 
Foundation Mathematics Units 1 and 2 
General Mathematics Units 1 and 2   
Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2 
Further Mathematics Units 3 and 4 
Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4 
Specialist Methods Units 3 and 4. 
 
Year 11 
Units 1 and 2:  FOUNDATION MATHEMATICS 
Foundation Mathematics provides courses for students who wish develop competence in functional mathematics 
in everyday situations.  The course takes a thematic approach and includes studies related to retail, travel, 
building and finance. The areas of study are Statistics, Arithmetic, Geometry, and Trigonometry.  Foundation 
Mathematics is usually a terminal study for students not intending to undertake Mathematics at the Unit 3 / 4 
levels. 
 
Units 1 and 2: General Mathematics 
General Mathematics provides courses for diverse groups of students and may be implemented in a number of 
ways. The areas of study are Statistics, Arithmetic, Functions and graphs, Algebra, Geometry, and Trigonometry 
 
Units 1 and 2: Mathematical Methods 
These units are designed in particular as preparation for Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4. The areas of study 
are Functions and graphs, Algebra, Calculus, Vector Geometry and Probability. 
 
Year 12 
Units 3 and 4: Further Mathematics 
Further Mathematics consists of a compulsory area of study: Data analysis and then a selection of three from six 
modules in the Applications area of study: 

 Number patterns and application    

 Geometry and trigonometry 

 Graphs and relations     

 Business related mathematics 

 Networks and decision mathematics   

 Matrices   
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Unit 3 and 4: Mathematical methods 
Mathematical Methods Unit 3 and 4 consists of the following areas of study: Coordinate geometry, Circular 
(trigonometric) functions, Calculus, Algebra and Probability which must be covered in a progression from Unit 3 to 
Unit 4 with an appropriate selection of content for each of Unit 3 and Unit 4. 
 
Unit 3 and 4: Specialist Mathematics 
Specialist Mathematics consists of the following areas of study: Coordinate geometry, Circular (trigonometric) 
functions, Algebra, Calculus, Vectors in two and three dimensions and Mechanics. The development of course 
content should highlight mathematical structure and proof. All of this material must be covered in a progression 
from Unit 3 to Unit 4, with an appropriate selection of content from Units 3&4. 
The appropriate use of technology to support and develop the teaching and learning of mathematics is to be 
incorporated throughout each unit and course. This will include the use of some of the following technologies for 
various areas of study or topics: graphics calculators, spreadsheets, graphing packages, dynamic geometry 
systems, statistical analysis systems, and computer algebra systems. In particular, students are encouraged to use 
graphics calculators, spreadsheets or statistical software for probability and statistics related areas of study, and 
graphics calculators, dynamic geometry systems, graphing packages or computer algebra systems in the 
remaining areas of study systems both in the learning of new material and the application of this material in a 
variety of different contexts. 
 
Entry 
There are no prerequisites for entry to General Mathematics Units 1 and 2 or Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 
2. However students attempting Mathematical Methods, in particular, are expected to have a sound background 
in algebra, function, and probability. Some additional preparatory work will be advisable for any student who is 
undertaking Unit 2 without completing Mathematical Methods Unit 1. 
 
Units 3 and 4 of a study are designed to be taken as a sequence. Students must undertake Unit 3 of a study before 
entering Unit 4 of that study. 
 
Enrolment in Specialist Mathematics Units 3 and 4 assumes a current enrolment in, or previous completion of, 
Mathematical Methods Unit 3 and 4. 
 
Assessment 
Satisfactory Completion 
The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is based on a decision that the student has demonstrated 
achievement of the set of outcomes specified for the unit. 
 
Levels of Achievement 
Units 1 and 2 
The assessment of levels of achievement in Units 1 and 2 are a matter for school decision.  Assessment of levels of 
achievement for these units will not be reported to the Board of Studies. Schools may choose to report levels of 
achievement using grades, descriptive statements or other indicators. 
 
Units 3 and 4 
The Board of Studies will supervise the assessment of all students undertaking Units 3 and 4. The student’s level 
of achievement will be assessed through school-assessed coursework and examination as follows: 
Further Mathematics  
Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 20 per cent 
Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 14 per cent 
Unit 3 and 4 examination (Facts, skills and applications): 33 per cent 
Unit 3 and 4 examination (Analysis task): 33 per cent 
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Mathematics Methods 
Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 20 per cent 
Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 14 per cent 
Unit 3 and 4 examination (Facts, skills and applications): 33 per cent 
Unit 3 and 4 examination (Analysis task): 33 per cent 
 
Specialist Mathematics 
Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 14 per cent 
Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 20 per cent 
Unit 3 and 4 examination (Facts, skills and applications): 33 per cent 
Unit 3 and 4 examination (Analysis task): 33 per cent 
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MUSIC PERFORMANCE 
Rationale 
VCE Music offers opportunities to approach the study of music from diverse cultural and historical traditions as a 
performer, and as a creator of music works or arrangements. Through a study of the music and experimentation 
in their own music making, students are able to demonstrate and discuss meaning in music. 
 
Each unit of Music includes: 

 Music making: the study of making music through developing skills in playing one or a number of  
instruments or singing, performing in solo and group contexts, composing, arranging and/or improvising; 

•  Listening and aural perception: developing skills in listening, aural comprehension and making a critical  
response to music by analysing the characteristics of music of a wide range of styles and geographical 
locations; 

•  Music language: the elements of music, compositional devices, and ways of preserving a record of works; 
•  The study of music works and approaches to music making in diverse historical and cultural contexts. 
 
Structure 
The study includes six units. The units in the study are: 
• Music Performance Units 1 and 2 – Year 11 
• Music Group performance Units 3 and 4 – Year 12 
• Music Solo performance Units 3 and 4 – Year 12 
 
Entry 
There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3.  Students must complete Unit 3 prior to 
undertaking Unit 4.  
 
Students are strongly advised that as part of aural comprehension component they need to be familiar with 
rhythmic and pitch notation conventions using the treble clef, bass clef and other recognized notation systems 
applicable to the student’s instrument (e.g. tablature).  
 
To undertake Units 3 and 4 Music Group Performance or Music Solo Performance, students should have about 
three years experience prior to Year 11 on a musical instrument or in voice.  
Grade 4 AMEB or equivalent is required for Music Solo Performance, or by audition.  
 
Levels of Achievement 
Units 1 and 2 
Procedures for the assessment of levels of achievement in Units 1 and 2 are a matter for school decision.  
 
Units 3 and 4 
In VCE Music Group performance Units 3 and 4 and Music Solo performance Units 3 and 4 the  
student’s level of achievement will be determined by school-assessed coursework and two end-of year  
examinations. Percentage contributions to the study score in Music are as follows:  
 
VCE Music Group performance Units 3 and 4  
• Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 10 per cent  
• Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 15 per cent  
• End-of-year Group performance examination: 50 per cent  
• End-of-year Aural and written examination: 25 per cent  
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VCE Music Solo performance Units 3 and 4  
• Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 15 per cent  
• Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 10 per cent  
• End-of-year Solo performance recital examination: 50 per cent  
• End-of-year Aural and written examination: 25 per cent  
 
Equipment and Resources 
 
Students must have an instrument to practice at home. For Theory and Aural Studies students will have to 
purchase a book “Musicianship and Aural Training for the Secondary School, Music Performance Units 1 to 4, 2nd 
Edition” by Deborah Smith (approx $30). These books will be ordered through the school at the start of 2008. 
For the Performance Program the original sheet music of prescribed solo and ensemble works will be purchased 
by the students. 
 
Cost 
A Tuition and Ensemble levy of approximately $90 a term will be charged regardless whether a student chooses 
to have lessons at the College or outside the school. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Rationale 
Physical Education examines the biological, social and cultural influences on performance and participation in 
physical activity. Theory and practice are integrated in this study which is approached through both the study of, 
and participation in, physical activity. 
 
Structure 
Unit 1: The nature of physical activity 
Unit 2: Improving physical activity 
Unit 3: The physiology of fitness 
Unit 4: Participation and performance. 
 
Unit 1 
This unit introduces students to an understanding of physical activity, including the relationship between body 
systems and physical activity and the role of physical activity in wellbeing. 
 
Unit 2 
This unit focuses on the general processes that are common to analysing performance, learning physical skills and 
the biomechanical principles of movement involved in these skills. 
 
Unit 3 
This unit introduces students to an understanding of physical activity from a physiological perspective. 
 
Unit 4 
This unit examines the factors that influence participation and performance in physical activity. 
 
Entry 
There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 prior to undertaking  
Unit 4. 
 
Assessment 
Satisfactory Completion 
Demonstrated achievement of set of outcomes specified for the unit. 
 
Levels of Achievement 
Unit 1 and 2 
Each unit will specify particular work tasks and tests for assessment of achievement 
 
Units 3 and 4 
School-assessed coursework and an end-of-year examination. 

 Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 25 per cent 

 Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 25 per cent 

 Units 3 and 4 examination: 50 per cent. 
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PHYSICS 
Rationale 
The study of Physics, by increasing understanding of the physical and social environment, has led to 
developments, which have profoundly influenced the world.  This study covers the areas that traditionally are the 
basis of courses at this level, with an emphasis on the foundation areas of mechanics and electricity. A contextual 
approach to the study has been adopted so that students appreciate the relevance of physics to the physical, 
technological and social worlds. It is great to know how things work, all of science will help you with this, but 
Physics is the best. 
 
Structure 
The study is made up of four units. Units 3 and 4 are designed to be taken as a sequence.  The development of 
practical skills in investigating physical phenomena is an essential part of all units. 
 
Unit 1 
This unit covers sight and light, heating and cooling, radioactivity and nuclear energy. 
 
Unit 2 
This unit covers the areas of movement and electricity. 
 
Unit 3 
This unit covers the areas of motion, electronic systems and Einstein’s Special Relativity. 
 
Unit 4 
This unit covers the diverse areas of electric power, ideas about light and matter and principles of investigation. 
 
Entry 
There are no prerequisites for entry into Units1, 2 and 3, although students are advised to take Unit 2 before Unit 
3.  Students who enter the study at Unit 3 should be willing to undertake some preparation as specified by the 
teacher. Students must undertake Unit 3 prior to Unit 4. 
 
Assessment 
Satisfactory Completion 
Demonstrated achievement of the set outcomes as specified for the unit, 
 
Levels of Achievement 
Unit 1 and 2 
Each unit will specify particular work tasks and tests for assessment of achievement.  
 
Units 3 and 4 
School-assessed coursework and examination 

 Unit 3 school-assessed coursework:17 per cent 

 Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 17 per cent 

 Mid-year examination:33per cent 

 End-of-year examination: 33 per cent. 
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PSYCHOLOGY 
Rationale 
Psychology is the systematic study of the nature of development of mind and behaviour in both humans and 
animals. Students are introduced to a variety of thinking and research approaches. They apply the principles of 
scientific research to investigations of psychology. Students incorporate ethical principles in their research and 
identify and analyse research methods and their ethical implications. 
 
Structure 
Unit 1 
In this unit students are introduced to the scientific foundation of psychology. Human behaviour is examined in 
social situations. Individual development of thinking and perceptual abilities is explored. 
 
Unit 2 
This unit focuses on internal physical, CHEMISTRY and biological processes that inform behaviour. Methods of 
studying the differences in behaviour between people are evaluated. Measurement tools to studies of attitude 
are investigated. Ethical principles in the conduct of psychological research are included. 
 
Unit 3 
This unit focuses on the main functions of the brain and nervous system and the role of those functions in 
determining behaviour. Thinking and behavioural functions of the right and left cerebral hemispheres are 
investigated. Brain research methods are explored. 
 
Unit 4 
Students study cognitive psychological methods through the concepts of memory and learning. The concept of 
behaviour is understood in terms of mental processing of information. Students apply research methods to 
different studies and make evaluations about the appropriateness of each model. 
 
Entry 
There are no prerequisites for entry in Units1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 prior to undertaking Unit 
4. However, students who enter the study at unit 3 may need to undertake preparatory work. 
 
Assessment 
Satisfactory Completion 
Demonstrated achievement of the set of outcomes specified in the unit. 
 
Levels of Achievement 
Units 1 and 2 
Each unit will specify particular work tasks and tests for assessment of achievement. 
 
Units 3 and 4 
School-assessed coursework and examination 

 Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 17 per cent 

 Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 17 per cent 

 Unit 3 mid-year examination: 33 per cent 

 Unit 4 end-of-year examination: 33 per cent. 
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STUDIO ARTS 
Rationale 
Studio Arts provides a framework for the establishment of effective art practices through an understanding and 
application of the process of design. It enables students to specialise in a particular form of studio production. 
Students generate, explore and communicate ideas through specific studio forms and develop and use specialised 
skills in a range of media and techniques. The theoretical component of the study involves students practice 
through an investigation of how selected studio forms have developed, an examination of artists working 
methods and a study of professional practices and art industry issues. 
 
Structure 
Unit 1: Artistic inspiration and techniques 
Unit 2: Design exploration and concepts 
Unit 3: Studio production and professional practice 
Unit 4: Studio production and industry contexts 
 
Unit 1 
The focus of this unit is the investigation of sources of inspiration, which generate creative activity and the 
exploration of a wide range of materials and techniques as tools for translating ideas, observations and 
experiences into visual form. The application of materials and techniques and interpretation of sources of 
inspiration by artists from different times and locations is also examined. 
 
Unit 2 
The focus of this unit is to establish an effective design methodology for the production of art works and develop 
skills in the analysis of art works. 
 
Unit 3 
The focus of this unit is the implementation of the design process leading to the production of a range of 
solutions. Students also examine traditional and contemporary practices of artists together with the ways in 
which artists develop distinctive styles and approaches to subject matter. 
 
Unit 4 
The focus of this unit is to produce a cohesive folio of finished art works which resolves the aims and intentions 
set out in the work brief formulated in Unit 3. Students also examine different components of the arts industry 
and issues relating to the public display, promotion and critique of art works. 
 
Entry 
There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 prior to undertaking Unit 
4. 
 
Assessment 
Satisfactory Completion 
Demonstrated achievement of outcomes specified for the unit. 
 
Levels of Achievement 
Unit 1 and 2 
Each unit will specify particular work tasks and tests for assessment of achievement 
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Units 3 and 4 
School-assessed tasks and an end-of-year examination 

 Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 33 per cent 

 Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 33 per cent 

 Units 3 and 4 examination: 34 per cent. 
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SYSTEMS ENGINEERING 
Rationale 
Systems Engineering provides an opportunity for students to develop capabilities in, and knowledge about, the 
design, operation, construction, assembly, maintenance, diagnosis, repair and evaluation of technological 
systems, applicable to a diverse range of fields such as engineering, manufacturing, automation, control 
technologies, mechatronics, electrotechnology, robotics, and energy management.  Students gain awareness and 
understanding of the interactions of these systems with human society and natural ecosystems.  Students will 
gain appreciation, knowledge, understanding, and practical application of technological systems.  The study 
promotes innovative thinking and problem-solving skills through a project-based learning approach.  It provides 
opportunities for students to learn about and engage with systems from a practical and purposeful perspective.  
The study emphasises integration of basic engineering and physics theory with practical tasks.  Technological 
principles and the associated mathematics are incorporated as essential tools employed in the processes of 
technological systems design, modification, production and evaluation. 
 
Structure 
Unit 1: Mechanical engineering fundamentals 
Unit 2: Electrotechnology engineering fundamentals 
Unit 3: Systems engineering and energy 
Unit 4: Integrated and controlled systems engineering 
 
Unit 1 
This unit focuses on mechanical engineering fundamentals as the basis of understanding the underlying principles 
and the building blocks that operate in the simplest to more complex mechanical devices.  While this unit 
contains the fundamental physics and theoretical understanding of mechanical systems and how they work, the 
main focus is on the construction of a system.  The construction process draws heavily upon design and 
innovation within all the interrelated applied learning activities. 
 
Unit 2 
This unit focuses on building understanding of the fundamental principles of electrical and electronic circuits, 
collectively and commonly referred to as electrotechnology.  In this unit students study fundamental 
electrotechnology engineering principles.  Through the application of their knowledge students produce basic 
operational systems.  The systems produced by the students should employ a level of integration between 
mechanical and electronic components. Students also apply their knowledge and skills to research and produce 
technical reports. 
 
Unit 3 
This unit focuses on how mechanical and electrotech systems are combined to form a controlled integrated 
technological system.  This includes knowledge of sources and types of energy that enable engineered 
technological systems to function.  In Unit 3 students commence work on the design and construction of one 
substantial controlled integrated system.  This project has a strong emphasis on designing, manufacturing, testing 
and innovation. Students manage the project throughout all the phases of designing, planning, construction and 
evaluation.  The engineering principles underpin students’ understanding in the fundamental physics and applied 
mathematics needed to provide a comprehensive understanding of mechanical and electrotech systems and how 
they function. 
 
Unit4 
This unit combines the contemporary focus of systems control and provides opportunities for students to build on 
their understanding and apply it to practical solutions through the construction of controlled integrated systems. 
In recent times, commercial integrated systems have increased function, control and internal monitoring 
subsystems within them. 
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Assessment 
Satisfactory Completion 
Demonstrated achievement of the set of outcomes specified for the unit. 
 
Levels of Achievement 
Units 1 and 2 
Individual school decision on levels of achievement. 
 
Units 3 and 4 
school-assessed coursework, a school-assessed task and an end-of-year examination.  Percentage contributions 
to the study score in Systems Engineering are as follows: 

 Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 12 per cent 

 Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 8 per cent 

 School-assessed task: 50 per cent 

 End-of-year examination: 30 per cent 
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TAFE - CERTIFICATE II ENGINEERING STUDIES (VET) 

 
Rationale 
The aims of the VCE VET Engineering Studies program are to: 

 Provide participants with the knowledge and skills to achieve units of competence that will enhance their 
employment prospects in the engineering or engineering related industries. 

 Enable participants to gain a recognised credential and make a more informed choice of vocation and career 
paths. 

 
The Certificate II in Engineering Studies can provide a pathway into an engineering apprenticeship. 
 

Structure 
Certificate 2 in Engineering Studies is comprised of thirteen compulsory units of competence, ten of which are 
core units in common with the 21565VIC Certificate III in Engineering Studies.  There are seven elective units of 
competence, ONE of which must be selected to contribute to completion of the certificate. 
 
Unit 1 Area of Study: 
MEM1.2FA Apply principles of Occupational Health & Safety in work Environment 20 Hrs 
VBN769 Perform basic machining processes 40 Hrs 
VBN770 Apply basic fabrication techniques 40 Hrs 
VBN772 Use computers for engineering related work activities 20 Hrs 
 
Unit 2 Area of Study: 
VBN768 Develop an individual career plan for the engineering industry 20 Hrs 
MEM18.2AA Use power tools/hand held operation 20 Hrs 
MEM18.1AB Use hand tools 20 Hrs 
VBN774 Apply basic computational principles in engineering work activities 20 Hrs 
 

Assessment 
Training packages used by Greensborough College to facilitate Certificate 2 in Engineering Studies have been 
devised by TAFE and have specific requirements regarding demonstration of competence and appropriate 
assessment of competence.  These requirements are detailed in each unit of competence under the subheadings 
Performance Criteria, Range of Variables and Evidence Guide.  Students will be assessed in accordance to these of 
competence and will receive a result of Competent (S) or Not-Yet Competent (NYC). 
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VISUAL DESIGN and COMMUNICATION 
 
Rationale 
This study is intended to assist students in the understanding, use and interpretation of a range of visual 
communications. It involves a study of the vocabulary and grammar of visual communication, which includes an 
understanding of, and application of, drawing and drawing conventions, design elements, and principles and 
function of design in communication. The study also provides the opportunity to develop an informed, critical and 
discriminating approach to visual communications encountered in everyday life. 
 
Structure 
Unit 1: Visual Communication 
Unit 2: Communication in context 
Unit 3: Visual communication practices 
Unit 4: Designing to a brief 
 
Unit 1 
The main purpose of this unit is to enable students to prepare instrumental drawings of objects and explore 
freehand drawing from direct observation. Students will also be introduced to the visual communication 
production process. 
 
Unit 2 
The main purpose of this unit is to enable students to develop practical skills by generating images and developing 
them through freehand and instrumental drawing.  The ways in which information and ideas are communicated 
visually will be explored through analysing the work of others. The visual communication production process will 
be applied by modifying existing final presentations for specified audiences. 
 
Unit 3 
The main purpose of this unit is to enable students to apply the visual communication production process to 
satisfy specific communication needs. Students will investigate the production of visual communications in a 
professional setting, and evaluate examples of visual communication produced. 
 
Unit 4 
The main purpose of this unit is to enable students to prepare one brief, and design and produce developmental 
work and two final presentations based on the brief. 
 
Entry 
There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 prior to undertaking unit 
4. 
 
Assessment 
Satisfactory Completion. Demonstrated achievement of the set of outcomes. 
 
Levels of Achievement 
Units 1 and 2 
Each unit will specify particular work tasks and tests for assessment of achievement.  
 
Units 3 and 4 
School-assessed coursework and an end-of-year examination. 

 Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 33 per cent 

 Unit 4 school-assessed task:33 per cent 

 Units 3 and 4 examination: 34 per cent 
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